THE SCHISM
—and the canonical decision asked for in this case was that
marriage with a deceased brother's wife was against the laws
of God, so that in any case a dispensation against it could not
hold. We do not know the exact terms of this Decretal Bull,
but we do know two things: (i) that Clement had the weakness
to sign it; and (2) that though there was a written promise not
to take away the powers of the legates, the way was not blocked
to a final appeal. It still left the Pope under the obligation to
listen to Catherine if she appealed to him.
This is an important point. The Pope promised not to
interrupt the trial by taking away the powers of the judges, his
Legates. But he did not promise that he would refuse to hear
Catherine's appeal to himself as the final authority. Indeed, it
would have been impossible to promise this.
But the Pope had half given way, leaving an impression of
shiftiness; and he made things worse by telling Canipeggio,
when he gave him this document, not to let it out of his
hands.
The Legatine Court. These delays were weakening Henry
—a man never stable and always impulsive. The appearance
of a pestilence in the summer of 1528 frightened him. He
sent Anne away for a time, but she soon recovered her influence.
Campeggio landed at Dover at the beginning of October in that
year, 1528, but there were delays on both sides. Campeggio
had been instructed to draw things out, according to that
policy of temporization to which the Pope was wedded, and
Henry himself needed delay in order to secure his position
and, if possible, to get hold of the Decretal Bull and publish
it to strengthen himself. Public feeling in England was very
strong in favour of Catherine, and indignant with Anne, and
the King sent away all Charles's subjects from London—there
were 15,000 of them—and instituted a thorough search for arms
in the capital, for fear of rebellion. Meanwhile the Emperor
had produced a brief of Julius IFs concerning the old marriage
and confirming the dispensation. In February 1529 Pope
Clement fell so ill that it was thought he would die, in which
case all would have to be begun over again, but he recovered,
the legatine court was formally opened on May 30 of that year,
and on June 18 and 21 its active sessions began. Catherine at
once entered two protests publicly and in person before the
court: first she protested against the competence of the court
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